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USE OPENING FROM JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM Coming down from the Stars. Pushing in the Letters.
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Narrator

Sit back everyone Welcome again to Donkey Ollie’s Road to Damascus, Since our last adventure, Ollie has been anxious to get back to Jerusalem and visit some of the friends he made on his first trip there carrying Jesus. The news of Stephen’s miracles had reached Ollie’s master Elizabeth and she decided to have Ollie carry their small crippled brother into Jerusalem to see if Stephen could pray for him to be healed. Her mom and dad weren’t too excited about that idea. The story begins with Elizabeth getting Jehu her crippled brother ready for the trip.

EXTERIOR BARNYARD DAY

 Jehu leaning on a crutch is tending the sheep with a shaggy dog. He tries to catch up to his dog and falls down. It is quite a comical fall and he get’s up and brushes off. The dog comes over and licks the dirt off his face. A group of young kids go by running. Jehu looks at them with envy.

Song

Come and listen to my story little Ollie’s friends

Close your eyes and sing along then we’ll all pretend

We’ll all pretend

We’re walking to Jerusalem 

Many years ago

I want to tell the story now about Damascus Road

Damascus Road

Ollie was the bravest donkey everybody knew

He traveled halfway round the world just to help Jehu

To help Jehu

Life is hard but God is good

Ollie is to find

Damascus road can be so hard when people are unkind

They’re so unkind

Come along All my friends

Listen now we’ll all have fun

Come along we’ll all pretend

Scene One  Farmyard  Morning

Ollie is standing with a pack on his back. Elizabeth is tightening the straps




ELIZABETH


There Ollie, Now you’re all ready. Now little Jehu can ride you without falling off.




FARMER


Aren’t you a little young to be going to Jerusalem




FARMER’s WIFE


Now just leave her alone, John


You know Rebecca’s meeting her at the crossroads. Besides Ollie’s already been there and he knows the way pretty well. She won’t get lost. Here, give me a hand with little Jehu

They lift him into the makeshift saddle




Elizabeth (kisses her father)



We’ll be home soon, Daddy. Don’t worry about me Come on Ollie let’s go.
SONG


DONT’ Worry about us. We’ll be  back real soon

Don’t worry about us. Jehu will be too

\

God will heal him

So he can play

Don’t be sad mom

While we’re away

Don’t worry about us

We’ll be home real soon

Don’t worry about us

Jehu will be too

Don’t you cry dad

We’ll miss you too

Come kiss goodbye now

We’ll see you soon

DON’T’ Worry about us. We’ll be  home real soon

Don’t worry about us. Jehu will be too

\

DON’T’ Worry about us. We’ll be  home real soon

Don’t worry about us. Jehu will be too

\

God will heal him

So he can play

Don’t be sad mom

While we’re away

DONT’ Worry about us. We’ll be  back real soon

Don’t worry about us. Jehu will be too

DONT’ Worry about us. We’ll be  home real soon

Don’t worry about us. Jehu will be too

Exterior City of Jerusalem Day

As the song finishes they have finished their walk into Jerusalem.. All around them there are crowds of people

NARRATOR

When they arrive in Jerusalem after a very hard trip they can barely make it up to where Stephen is speaking. The crowd is so tightly jammed Ollie helps them push through.

CROWD (Background noise as Ollie is pushing people out of the way clearing a path for Elizabeth and Jehu to get to the front of the crowd.)

.


Hey move over I can’t see anything. Move out of the way. Make room, Make room. 

NARRATOR

(A group of temple guards start pushing their way to the front.)

The crowd goes restless as the guards push their way to the front.




STEPHEN (Speaks and ignores the guards and looks straight at Ollie, Jehu and Elizabeth still trying to push their way up to the front..)


Men of Israel God always accompanies his word with signs and wonders.





ELIZABETH


Come on Ollie. Let’s bring Jehu up.

CROWD

(This scene should be from ground level. A lot of feet and the donkey lightly stepping trying to avoid everyone’s feel.

Hey hey that’s my foot watch out What’s this donkey doing here?




DONKEY OLLIE

He haw, He haw.

The crowd moves back as Stephen steps forward to personally address Elizabeth Ollie and Jehu.





STEPHEN (He reaches for her hand)


What have  we here.  .... Oh it’s you Elizabeth. What have you brought.





ELIZABETH


It’s my brother Jehu. He can’t walk or run or play with the other  children. My mother said you could pray for him





STEPHEN (Glances at Jehu with compassion)


I would love to but not now. .. Look the temple guards are coming

NARRATOR

Stephen is distracted by the Temple guards carrying their spears and shield.



SONG:


TEMPE GUARD SONG.

As they push their way up people fall all around them mostly the back of people heads are seen as they go face first into pile of other. The guards are round with their shields and very aggressive.




Make way Step Aside




Who dares to defy




Temple authority make way step aside

You’re under arrest for disturbing the throne

Make way step aside, Everyone go home

GUARD (Stops in front of Stephen and reads from a scroll The scroll dangles up and down sort of like an accordion while he is speaking Ollie watches it go up and down nodding his head with it’s movements.
I have papers to have you arrested for spreading dissension and blasphemy and trying to lay upon all of us t he blood of this man Jesus whom you call the son of God
ELIZABETH (Is pulling at his cloak the entire time he is speaking trying to get his attention)

Please kind sir. Let him pray for my brother first. We’ve come all the way from Bethany and we believe Stephen can heal him




STEPHEN


Only Jesus can heal my child through the power of His spirit Little Jehu jump down the Lord has healed you.

Jehu’s leg shake swith power but he is reluctant to get off Ollie back. He is shaking his head no.







ELIZABETH

SINGS

As she sings the children in the crowd look at Jehu with encouragement and join in her song. 

We believe we believe

Only Jesus can do the impossible

We believe

We believe

Little Jehu will be healed.

We believe

 We believe

Only Jesus can do a miracle

We believe

We believe

Little Jehu will be healed

We believe

We believe

Only Jesus can do the impossible

We believe

We believe little Jehu will be healed.

SAUL/PAUL (A temple authority dressed differently from the guards speaks up.)
Enough of this nonsense!
. (Grabs Stephen roughly to whisk him away.)
Everyone is distracted by Saul/Paul grabbing Stephen and fails to see Jehu jump off the Donkey and do a somersault when he lands almost as if by magic twirling his cane about his head.




JEHU


He look at me My legs they’re healed. Thank you Lord

He jumps an impossibly high distance into the air souring above everyone’s head.


(Everyone is shocked)
SONG



Children Sing
See his legs

Watch them twirl

They’re alive

It s a miracle

He can dance

(Stephen in engaging the other children in his dancing routines)
All around

See his feet leave the ground

He’s been healed praise the Lord

Gods alive in our world

JEHU (Sings along )

I’m alive I feel great

Watch me jump for heaven’s sake

(He does another high pirouette)

I can walk

I m not lame

I’ve been healed

In Jesus’ name

(He marches with overstated movement thrusting his foot one in front of the other.)
Watch him skip

See him hop

A little boy

Can’t even stop

(He is hopping and skipping several times he bounds over Ollie once from side to side the other time bounding up and landing on his back like a circus performer. Ollie is strutting about throwing his mane back and forth happy to be part of the show.)
See him run

Go so fast

The temple guards

Won’t have a chance.

Allelu

Gather round

He can skip

He’s healed now.

ELIZABETH

(tugs at  the Temple guard’s robe and tries to keep him from dragging Stephen . She is pulled away by the SAUL/PAUL)
Please please mister don’t hurt Stephen. My little brother has never been able to walk before. Don’t you see it’s a miracle?


INTERIOR STALL EVENING

NARRATOR

VO that night Elizabeth Rebecca and Jehu leave Ollie in a stall by the inn while they wait to see what is going to happen to Stephen.

Ollie meets another donkey and tells him the story of Jesus and tells him how his master’s son Jehu was healed that very day




DONKEY BENJI

We that is a beautiful story Ollie. I just wish God cared about me?




OLLIE

What’s you name?





BENJI

Benji  A Say ah you’re not the donkey that got to carry Jesus are you? 

OLLIE
Yes I just brought my master’s youngest and Stephen healed him right before Saul took him away

BENJI shakes his head with disapproval.





BENJI

That Saul’s a bad fellow he treats everyone really bad even his animals Oh his last donkey he rode so hard they’ll have to put that boy out to pasture





Ollie

How do you know so much about him?





BENI

Well,  I was his donkey.

EXTERIOR  JERUSALEM WALLS  DAYTIME

STEPHEN is lying dead covered with stone. 
NARRATOR

The next morning after they had taken Stephen outside the cityand thrown stones at him until he was dead. 

INTERIOR STALL DAYTIME







NARRATOR(Cont)

Saul came into his stall looking for his donkey to take him to Damascus where he was planning on arresting and killing more of the followers of Jesus
He stops and addressed the stable master





SAUL/PAUL
There fetch me my donkey. I must be off to Damascus
INNKEEPER

 (lifts up Benji’s foot and shows it to Saul. It is red and split.)
I am sorry but your donkey is nearly lame. I don’t think he could get you even out of the city in this poor condition. Look at his feet they are split.





SAUL/PAUL (roughly grabs Ollie
What about this one. He’ll do just fine.

INNKEEPER

That belongs to some of the guests.




SAUL/PAUL
Are you questioning an official of the temple




INNKEEPER
No I’m not questioning you. It’s just not mine to sell.




SAUL/PAUL
(Pours coins into his hand from a coin purse.)

There are more than enough denarii’s here now just saddle him up.




INNKEEPER
Alright. He answers to the name Ollie
EXTERIOR DAMASCUS ROAD DAY

NARRATOR

Paul takes Ollie off against his will and they begin the long journey to Damascus. Ollie is so sad at being taken away from the kind Elizabeth and Jehu that after a while he grows weary and starts to move very slow. This makes Saul very angry and Saul begins to lash Ollie to move quicker.




SAUL/PAUL
You small white misfit. Hurry or my lash will make your behind really sore, now get

SONG

Damascus Road

Move along



Move along 

Damascus Road

Your white and furry you’d better hurry

Or you’ll be sorry, you’ll be sore

Don’t be pokey

Okie dokey

You’ll take a lash so move along

Move along



Move along 

Damascus Road
NARRATOR

It’s no use Ollie begins to collapse under Paul weight and calls on God to help him out of his misery.

SONG

Father help me help me please

Hear me now for heaven’s sake

My knees are shaking I feel faint

Help me Jesus I just ache.

Oh Lord

Please hear me.

Father help me see my tears

Help me Lord I need you near

I can’t go another mile

Help me Lord I’m too young to die

Father help me to escape

Pretty soon my back will break

I’m toot small to carry on

Send some help or I’ll be gone

Send some help or I’ll be gone

Send some help or I’ll be gone

Send some help or I’ll be gone

NARRATOR

From nowhere a blinding light come down from heaven and hits Saul right in the face Saul trembles in terror and falls off of Ollie and a voice the voice of Jesus begins to speak to him. Saul realizes that the light has blinded him and gropes in the dirt

JESUS 

Saul Saul !
SAUL/PAUL
Who is it?

JESUS

Saul why do you persecute me?

SAUL/PAUL (He gropes for Ollie)
Who is this Lord? I can’t see him

JESUS

It is I Jesus. Go into Damascus and you will be told what to do.



SAUL/PAUL
Ollie come here let me lean against you. Lead me into the city. I’m sorry I’ve been so cruel to you Ollie please forgive

MONTAGE OF IMAGES.

SAUL THROWING STONES AT STEPHEN

SAUL GRAPPING STEPHEN

SAUL HITTING OLLIE WITH A SWITCH.

SONG

Forgive me I know no what I’ve done

Forgive me for hurting everyone.

Forgive me my hands are covered with blood

Forgive me I really need your love

Forgive me the trouble that I’ve caused

Forgive me I’ve disobeyed your laws

Forgive me didn’t mean to cause such harm

Forgive me you loved me all along.

Forgive me

Forgive me

NARRATOR

Saul being totally blind leans on Ollie for support as they make their way into Damascus to wait for Jesus to tell them what to do.
EXTERIOR DAMASCUS DAY




NARRATOR(Cont)

When they finally arrive Ollie is very thirsty and stops at a water trough where he meets another donkey. Saul’s companions take him to the house of Ananias and Ollie decides to try and find him

OLLIE

Where’s the house of Ananias?



OTHER DONKEY

Is your master’s name Saul?




OLLIE
Yes How did you know?

OTHER DONKEY

My younger brother Ananias donkey you just missed him they’re already headed out to the straight street. Hurry you’ll miss him

NARRATOR

OLLIE drinks quickly and trots along the street until he finally spots another donkey tied up by the home of Ananias He gazes into the window and sees Saul sitting with Ananias laying hands on his head and praying for him

INTERIOR ANNANIAS ROOM DAY

ANANIAS

Saul the Lord Jesus has sent me here so that you might see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.
A BRIGHT LIGHT FILL THE ROOM.

SAUL

I can see it’s like scales have been taken off of my eyes.




NARRATOR

Ollie watches Saul being healed and is reminded of  his young master Jehu also being healed. He gets very homesick and starts to cry. Donkey Jerum tries to cheer him up




OLLIE
I brought him after he was blinded on Damascus Road but now I’m sure wish I could go home. (Sobbing)




DONKEY JERUM

Don’t be sad. Be happy Damascus is a nice city. Where you from anyway?



OLLIE
My master is from Bethany.

DONKEY JERUM


Who know maybe your master will come back and rescue you!
NARRATOR

INTERIOR STALL DAY

Ollie is crying moving his head back and forth.  He is very very sad. He watches a few donkeys go by with happy faces because they are walking along with someone who is petting and nuzzling  them on their noses.
Months past and Saul’s preaching has stirred up the synagogue leader to hatred they plan on taking Saul’s life and Ollie remains in Damascus more and more homesick for everyone  back in Bethany. He even misses his three brothers. Unknown to him Elizabeth has persuaded her mom to let her travel to Damascus with her Aunt Rebecca and find Ollie.  Today is the day she finally arrive she’s going from inn to inn asking the innkeepers if they have seen Ollie.
INTERIOR  INN  DAYTIME

ELIZABETH

Are you sure you’ve never seen him. He’s just a small donkey and very pale in color

INNKEEPER

You might try over at Nabels down on straight street. Most of the out of towners keep their animals there

ELIZABETH

Is it far from here?

INNKEEPER

No it’s just a stone’s throw  (Points and opens the rear gate.)

Here cut through the back go right past the Jewish temple and you’ll be there before you know it.

EXTERIOR STRAIGHT STREET DAY

NARRATOR 

As they are walking down the back alley they hear a loud shouting out of the synagogue window. They stop and listen.
RABBI

I say we should kill him why already half of our congregation have become believers in this Messiah he speaks about. If we wait much longer there will be none of us left

CONGREGATION MEMBER 

I agree with Rabbi Heldert, Saul of Tarsus should not be allowed to live  I say we do it tonight while he lies asleep at Judah’s house. We should also post guards at all city exits less he try to sneak out

RABBI

Barabas you have the experience of this. Would you perform this service for your temple.We have adequate funds in the treasury to reward you with

BARABAS nods.

NARRATOR

Rebecca and Elizabeth leave right before someone notices them

EXTERIOR STRAIGHT STREET DAY

They converse while hurrying away.





REBECCA


Do you suppose that’s the Saul that took Ollie they are talking about?




ELIZABTH
It is only one I know.





REBECCA

He must be but imagine that him preaching about Jesus. Well child we’d best be off to warn him.
EXTERIOR ANANAIS’S DOOR DAY

ELIZABETH KNOCKS ON THE DOOR





SAUL (Looks and Reacts to Elizabeth’s small size)

Who’s there? (He looks down)

And what can I do for your sisters?





ELIZABETH

I’d like to know where Ollie is? My donkey





SAUL

Your donkey. I bought him. Didn’t the innkeeper pay you for him? I paid him handsomely. Twenty Five Denarii.





REBECCA


Apparently not. We’d thought you’d stolen him





SAUL

Well, he’s in excellent health praise the Lord. Although I do think he’s a bit homesick. You can see him right over there.





REBECCA

We have something of an urgent matter to discuss with you. May we come in (She looks for Elizabeth.)
Elizabeth Elizabeth. Where are you?





SAUL/PAUL

Don’t worry. She’s gone to see her donkey. A special one isn’t he. Sometimes I wonder if he wasn’t praying to God to knock some sense into me.





REBECCA

You must leave the city Saul. The synagogue leaders have paid Barabas to take your life. They plan on doing it tonight while you sleep. They’ve also posted watchmen at each of the city exits so you can’t slip out without being noticed.





SAUL

I am no longer Saul but Paul. (SHAKES HIS HEAD) I can’t leave Rebecca. I just started here.





REBECCA


You must . It’s settled.





SAUL

Then it shall be tonight. I’ll have my friends lower me down with a basket. You and Elizabeth wait with Donkey Ollie just on the other side of the beggars path.

INTERIOR – STABLE –AFTERNOON

NARRATOR

After warning Saul, Rebecca leaves the stall to tell Elizabeth of her plans. She’s surprised at how healthy Ollie is and they don’t notice the young boy in the corner listening to the coversation until he runs out.

(Glimpes of the young boys shadow.)




REBECCA( Looks at Ollie petting him on the head)

He looks fine to me Elizabeth. Paul wants us to meet him outside the beggar path just after it turns dark





ELIZABETH

You mean we’re going home tonight. Ollie we’re going home and Saul’s coming too.





REBECCA

Not Saul Paul. God’s given him a new heart and we’ve going to make sure he gets to carry out God’s purposes.




ELIZABETH

That stable boy sure left awful fast. He was nice earlier, said he worked for Barabas





REBECCA

That name sounds awful familar. Barabas, Elizabeth what if it was the Barabas that the High Priest wanted to hire to murder Paul





ELIZABETH

To be safe. Why don’t we pick another spot this city is so big they would probably never find us.





REBECCA


Yes, let’s go and tell Paul.

FADE TO BLACK . MOONLIGHT BRIGHTEN UP THE STALL

NARRATOR

Later that night Ollie confides with Donkey Abe.

\



ABE

So you’re sneaking out tonight Ollie. Hugh





OLLIE
I sure hope everything turns out O.k.. I’d sure hate to see anything bad happen to Elizabeth or Rebecca





ABE

I learned a little trick in my earlier days. Tie your hoofs in that sackcloth and sneak out of here very quietly.





OLLIE

How am I going to do that?





ABE


Just tell your master.




OLLIE

Donkey’s aren’t supposed to talk.

SONG

Donkey’s aren’t supposed to talk

Even though we do

Donkey’s aren’t supposed to talk

All we supposed to do is chew.

How can we break the news

Help the Escape

They won’t believe their ears.

It’ll be too late.

Donkey’s aren’t supposed to talk

Even when spoken too

We’re not supposed to answer back

And seldom ever do.

INSTRUMENTAL INTERLUDE

Donkey’s aren’t supposed to talk

Even though we do

Donkey’s aren’t supposed to talk

All we supposed to do is chew.

Donkey’s aren’t supposed to talk

Even when spoken too

We’re not supposed to answer back

And seldom ever do.

Hear me talking

Hear me talking.





ABE

SHHH!  Here comes Elizabeth tell her.





ELIZABETH



I brought you some carrots. Tonight we’re leaving





OLLIE


I know





ELIZABETH



Who said that!





OLLIE


I did





ELIZABETH

Oh Ollie you can talk I always knew There was something really special about you.





OLLIE
Listen I don’t have time to explain. You must tie up my hoofs with sackcloth so we can sneak out of Damascus quietly.





ELIZABETH


That’s a great idea. Come here and I will tie them up.

EXTERIOR –CITY STREETS - DAY

NARRATOR

Ollie travels down the city streets so quietly that no one can hear him. He passes under the temple spies. Finally they sneak through the city gates and wait by the wall for Paul to be lowered down.

Paul’s friends put him in a big basket and lower the rope down. Ollie can barely stand still he’s so excited about going home.





ELIZABETH


Ollie. Quit fidgeting about. We’ll be going home soon. Look! Here comes the basket now. You must stand under it so I can tie it onto you, in case any of the spies look over the wall.





NARRATOR


They wait under a window as Paul is lowered down in a basket. They tie the basket to Ollie and walk off





OLLIE


O.K. there. Throw the rope around my stomach. Now tighten it a bit. Good, he’s on. Let’s go. We made it.

SONG

The walls grew up around us.

It looked like the end.

They wanted to harm us

Take us from our friend.

Nothing is hidden from the Lord who sees all

He’s waiting to help us. When he hears our call.

We made it

God saved the day.

Song has more lyrics.
Use the same ending with all the characters lining up and taking a bow.

\

